Deqlaseifi_eq in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/09/12 : CIA-RDP79R01012A002400020020-3
,; ,.k o . R . R Q o v

A - ] :‘ R . p 4)
_ . —~SECHER— ' : Je
SEOURI‘I‘Y IIWORI'@ATIOE ' ' /,_9'5é

CENTRAL INTBLLIGE mcz AGENGCT
BOARD OF NATTONAL ZSTTMATES

\

10 Yay 1952

. 4

MEMORANDUM FOR THE INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY cmm

SUBJECT: Propoged National Ini;e‘ili&geme ustimate on the O'ﬁ’.-
L - look for Tialy

i, Vo NIE has yot been written on Italian problems. Such
, an ostimate was included in the esbimative progran recently
. aprroved by the Beard of Hational Egtimates after discussion
o with the NHSC Senior Staff and with IAC mpmsemamws, {Ses
pare., 2'd, Board Program of National Dstimstes for Remainder cf
19&:!, dated 5 May 1952.)
- 2. Roeeont political trends in Itaiy;, one of the key NATO
comntries, give cause for some concern, The present Christisn
Democratic govermment of Prime Mindster De Gasperi has been under
inoreasing pressure from both right and left and has iost some
strength, .An importent question vhich will increasingly concern
the US policy-makera 1s whether this center goveriment will
survive the national clections now scheduled for the spring of
1953 or what altsrnotive reglme wight emerge. The problems
ereated should Italy beeome governed by a rightist or leftist-
 dominated coalition, or by a weskened end ungtable coentrist
minerlty, would dixectly affeet Italy's participation in TATO
and BEuvopesn intsgmticn ag well as other US setsuriw mtewsfm.

3. In additien to the short range prospects Loy the naxb
retional elections, the Board of Natiomal Egbinetes believes
that it is also desireble to assese the longer yenge prospects
for the development of Ibalian politlcal stability and economic
viability as a compoment of NATO, or altermetively, for any
adverge develomments which might weaken Ttaly and affect iis
present orientation, For thege resgons the Board believes that
an NIE on Tialy should be initiated with a "Routine" priority
a:ad a ta:avget date of 1 September.
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4. The Board suggests that this estimate be "open—ended®

end cover not ouly the peried prtoa* %o the 1953 eleetioxas but
aefwbeyondaafmibh o S

5, RECOM/ENDED ACTION: That the members of the TAC notify

‘the undersigned by telsphone 3f they 25X1

approve initiastion of the following estimate:
- . - NIE-71: THE FROBABLE OUTLOOK FOR ITALY
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